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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1a 1665 3.9 1 5 77.8 100
1b 1663 9.2 3.6 15 61.4 99.9
2a 1365 9.8 3 15 65.3 82
2b 765 22.4 6.5 35 64 46
2c 599 23.6 5.8 35 67.5 36
3a 299 9.2 3 15 61.4 18
3b 151 21.3 7.5 35 60.8 9.1
3c 149 21.7 7 35 61.9 8.9
4a 1433 8.2 3.7 15 54.4 86.1
4b 1001 22.4 6.4 35 64 60.1
4c 436 21.4 6.4 35 61.2 26.2
5a 184 9.2 3.4 15 61.5 11.1
5b 101 19 7.1 35 54.3 6.1
5c 88 20.6 5 35 58.8 5.3
6a 38 7.7 5.1 15 51.2 2.3
6b 5 16.4 9.9 35 46.9 0.3
6c 33 22.6 6.7 35 64.7 2
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Sticky Note

Largely confused and focused on a narrow perspective.Generalised4+2











Sticky Note

Whilst there is a hint of some knowledge, the way that it is applied to this essay is almost entirely anecdotal. AO2 and AO3 skills are very weak.5+3+4












Sticky Note

There is a partial definition of the term2+1



Sticky Note

What not how: no reference to the process







Sticky Note

Again no reference to the process



Sticky Note

This answer is typical of some in that it does not answer the question. It talks about what socialisation is rather than how it happens. Consequently it lacks specific and relevant knowledge and examples. It is a basic answer.3+2



Sticky Note

Two potential reasons here, both undeveloped and lacking detail.
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Section B 
 
Families and Households 
 
2. (a) Explain the increase in co-habitation in the contemporary UK. [15] 
 
  Expect a range of reasons supported by evidence with explanations of their 


influence on the decline in the popularity of marriage. 
 
  There should be several points supported by evidence.  There should be an 


explanation of how each point demonstrates the reasons for the growth in 
singlehood.  For band 4, AO1 points should be clearly supported by evidence.  
For band 4 AO2, the link between the points, evidence and question must be 
made and clearly explained. 


 
 Indicative content 


 
 Changing values, for example the growth of secularisation and changing 


attitudes towards co-habitation 
 Cost of marriage 
 Fear of divorce - many relationships follow a former marriage 
 Changing roles and expectations of women; Legislation such as the1975 


Equal Pay Act, 1975 Sex Discrimination Act, 2006 Equality Act, abortion 
laws, divorce laws, the contraceptive pill which have changed 
expectations and given greater economic independence to women-Scare   
Wilkinson 


 Any other relevant and supported point 
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Band AO1 
elements 1a & 1b 


AO2 
element 1a  


4 


7-9 marks 
Answers demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/concepts/ 
evidence relating to the context of 
the debate/question. 


 


6 marks 
Answers demonstrate a detailed 
ability to select, apply and interpret 
appropriate sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the context of 
the debate/question.  
 


3 


5-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/concepts/ 
evidence relating to the context of 
the debate/question. 


4-5 marks 
Answers demonstrate some ability 
to select, apply and interpret 
appropriate sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the context of 
the debate/question. 
 


2 


3-4 marks 
Answers demonstrate basic 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/concepts/ 
evidence relating to the context of 
the debate/question. 


2-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate a basic ability 
to select, apply and interpret 
appropriate sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the context of 
the debate/question. 
 


1 


1-2 marks 
Answers demonstrate limited 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/concepts/ 
evidence relating to the context of 
the debate/question.  
 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate limited ability 
to select and/or interpret and/or 
apply sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the context of 
the debate/question.  
 


 
0 marks 
NRSP 
 


0 marks 
NRSP 
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2. (b) Evaluate the view that relationships in families are equal. [35] 
 


Answers will make judgements of the sociological concept, theory controversy 
or sociological debate.  The answer will focus on the debate in the question.  
Credit will be given to the effective use of supporting sociological 
evidence/theories and concepts.  Where answers demonstrate all abilities to 
the highest standard then they will be consistent with Band 4.  However, 
answers demonstrating knowledge but fewer skills of assessment, judgement 
and evaluation may achieve Band 4 for AO1 but lower bands for AO2 and 
AO3. 
 
Indicative content 
 
This debate should be characterised by discussions of studies; empirical 
evidence such as Pahl, Edgell, Dunne, Weekes et al, Gershuny, Stanko and 
more contemporary studies that show more equality in child care. 
Candidates may choose to examine different aspects of relationships such as 
domestic work, child care, power. 
The very best responses will not focus exclusively on conjugal relationships 
and will take account of the specifics of the question which asks them to look 
at families. 
 
 There should an assessment of sociological perspectives/theories, such 


as: 
 functionalist for example Murdock, Parsons 
 Marxist such as Engels, Zaretsky 
 feminist such as Benston, Ansley, Delphy and Leonard 
 postmodernist such as Stacey, Morgan 
 New Right such as Murray. 


 This should be supported with appropriate studies and ideas such as: 
- the functionalist idealised view of the family countered with critical 


views such as Laing Leach Cooper 
- the exaggerated importance of the family as a refuge from life in a 


capitalist society, Somerville 
- feminists often ignore the positive elements of family life and social 


change; stay at home dads 
 


 Reference to family diversity and the impact of this on relationships and 
roles 


 An examination of how social change may have an impact on the role of 
the family, such as the increased importance of grandparents, the 
changing role of women and increased life expectancy. 
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Band 
 


AO1 
elements 1a & 1b 


AO2 
element 1a 


AO3 
strands 1-3 


4 


10-12 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context of 
the debate/question 


9-11 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed, accurate and 
relevant selection of 
appropriate sociological 
theories/concepts/evidence. 
These are applied and 
interpreted in the context of 
the debate/question 
 


10-12 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed, well organised 
and logical arguments. 
Logical judgements and 
conclusions will be 
offered based on explicit 
evaluation of the relevant 
theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined  


3 


7-9 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
some knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context of 
the debate/question 


6-8 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
accurate and relevant 
selection of appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence, some of 
which are applied and 
interpreted in the context of 
the debate/question 
 


7-9 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
some, well organised 
and logical arguments. 
Judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show some evaluation of 
the relevant theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
examined  
 


2 


4-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
basic knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context of 
the debate/question 


3-5 marks 
Answers demonstrate a basic 
ability to select, apply and 
interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the 
context of the debate/ 
question  


4-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
basic arguments. 
Judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show basic evaluation of 
the theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined  
 


1 


1-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
limited knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context of 
the debate/question 
 


1-2 marks 
Answers demonstrate limited 
ability to select and/or 
interpret and/or apply 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the 
context of the debate/ 
question  


1-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
limited argument. Any 
judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show limited evaluation 
of any theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
examined  
 


 
0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 







 


© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 9 


  
 (c) Evaluate the view that families are bad for individuals. [35] 


 
Answers will make judgements of the sociological concept, theory controversy 
or sociological debate.  The answer will focus on the debate in the question.  
Credit will be given to the effective use of supporting sociological 
evidence/theories and concepts.  Where answers demonstrate all abilities to 
the highest standard then they will be consistent with Band 4.  However, 
answers demonstrating knowledge but fewer skills of assessment, judgement 
and evaluation may achieve Band 4 for AO1 but lower bands for AO2 and 
AO3. 
 
Indicative content 
 
Reference to data from ONS and the Census may be used to examine the 
variation of family types in the contemporary UK and what this might show in 
relation to the predominance of any particular family type and to our 
understanding of the what family means. This might constitute a line of 
discussion in relation to the popularity/value of the family as an institution but 
not as a fixed type [see bullet point 3].  Candidates can approach the debate 
in different ways. 
 


 The focus should be on evaluating feminist ideas about the family: 
Benston, Ansley, Feeley might feature 


 The discussion will also examine functionalist and New Right ideas about 
the value of the family including reference to the universality of the family 
and what that implies 


 There may be a consideration focused on various family forms such as 
reconstituted families, cohabitating families, same sex families and the 
extent to which they can be considered ‘nuclear’, and concepts such as 
the ideology of the family, death of the family and what this might imply 
about family life and whether it is good or bad 


 The role of the family as an agent of primary socialisation discussed from 
different perspectives and focused on the debate - is the family good? 


 Marxist ideas about the family and critical thinkers such as Leach, 
Cooper, Laing which emphasise the dark side of families 


 The increased significance of grandparents; Ross et al - how this is good 
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Band 
AO1 


elements 1a & 1b 
AO2 


element 1a 
AO3 


element 1a 


4 


10-12 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological 
theories/concepts/ 
evidence relating to the 
context of the 
debate/question 
 


9-11 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed, accurate and 
relevant selection of 
appropriate sociological 
theories/concepts/evidence. 
These are applied and 
interpreted in the context of 
the debate/question  


10-12 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed, well organised 
and logical arguments. 
Logical judgements and 
conclusions will be 
offered based on explicit 
evaluation of the relevant 
theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined  
 


3 


7-9 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
some knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context of 
the debate/question 


6-8 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
accurate and relevant 
selection of appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence, some of 
which are applied and 
interpreted in the context of 
the debate/question  


7-9 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
some, well organised and 
logical arguments. 
Judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show some evaluation of 
the relevant theories/ 
concepts/evidence  


2 


4-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
basic knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context of 
the debate/question 


3-5 marks 
Answers demonstrate a 
basic ability to select, apply 
and interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the 
context of the debate/ 
question  


4-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
basic arguments. 
Judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show basic evaluation of 
the theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined  
 


1 


1-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
limited knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/ evidence 
relating to the context of 
the debate/question 
 


 1-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
limited argument. Any 
judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show limited evaluation of 
any theories/ concepts/ 
evidence examined  
 


 
0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 


  












Sticky Note

Always good to begin with an accurate definition



Sticky Note

Accurate and detailed reference to key Marxists writers in relation to hidden curriculum







Sticky Note

Good focus on the influence of the hidden curriculum on experiences of education which many candidates failed to address



Sticky Note

This last idea was a little undeveloped but a good answer which addressed the main elements of the question.It scored 8+5







Sticky Note

Ideas are described but not evaluated as effectively as they might be.



Sticky Note

Some attempt is made to criticise the view that material deprivation causes under achievement but it is undeveloped.







Sticky Note

This would be a good point to write a commentary of the ideas so far examined that links directly to the debate.







Sticky Note

The conclusion suggests perhaps a lack of time. The candidate certainly demonstrates detailed knowledge and understanding though this knowledge has breadth rather than depth. Sometimes conclusions or judgements are implicit.This essay scored:10+8+8












Sticky Note

The candidate has confused the use of secularisation but clearly understands what it means!



Sticky Note

A reason is offered without any evidence to support it.



Sticky Note

Evidence of a lack of understanding here



Sticky Note

This is irrelevant here.



Sticky Note

The answer shows some knowledge bordering on basic; especially in terms of AO25+3







Sticky Note

This is very dates material which started the discussion about roles but which cannot now be effectively  used to debate equality in contemporary relationships.







Sticky Note

Confusion over writers here. 



Sticky Note

This is quite a good passage and had the essay been developed along these lines it had potential.However, it lacked most of the ingredients for a high scoring essay7+6+6





































Sticky Note

the candidate defines both elements of this key term; primary and socialisationand they show their understanding through the explanation.



Sticky Note

good use of key terms focused on the process of learning social roles



Sticky Note

This answer scored 3+2







Sticky Note

The second agent does not focus as well on the process even though there is clear understanding.Because of this the candidate scored7+6
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GCE A LEVEL (NEW) 
SOCIOLOGY 


 
SUMMER 2017 MARK SCHEME 


 
COMPONENT 1 


 
Section A 
 


Compulsory question 
 
Read the item and answer the following questions. 
 
All societies have their own culture and sub-cultures which are characterised by particular 
norms and values. Agents of primary socialisation and secondary socialisation are crucial in 
passing on these norms and values. The process of socialisation continues throughout life 
and helps us to learn adult roles and expected ways of behaving. 
 
1. (a) With reference to the item and sociological knowledge, explain the meaning 


of the term 'primary socialisation'. [5] 
 


AO1 band 3 answers will contain accurate knowledge which will include a 
definition of the term. 
 


AO2 band 3 answers should demonstrate sound understanding through 
examples including references to the item. 
 


Indicative content 
 
Definition of the term 'primary socialisation' - the first stage in the process of 
learning your culture [both words must be defined] 


 


 Examples of primary socialisation drawn from family, carers and possibly 
media. 


 Examples of the influence of primary socialisation could be used to link to 
the item 


 
The item should be used to illustrate understanding. 
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Band AO1 
elements 1a & 1b 


AO2 
element 1a 


3 


3 marks 
Answers demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/concepts/ 
evidence relating to the context of 
the debate/question. 
 


2 marks 
Answers demonstrate accurate and 
relevant selection of appropriate 
sociological theories/concepts/ 
evidence. These are applied and 
interpreted in the context of the 
debate/question.  
Reference will be made to the item 
to show the ability to select 
appropriate examples. 
 


2 


2 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/concepts/ 
evidence relating to the context of 
the debate/question. 
 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate some ability 
to select, apply and interpret 
appropriate sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the context of 
the debate/question. 


1 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate basic 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/concepts/ 
evidence relating to the context of 
the debate/question.  
 


 
 


 
0 marks 
NRSP 


 


0 marks 
NRSP 
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(b) Using the item and sociological knowledge, explain how people learn adult 


roles. [15] 
 


The focus of the answer should be on how roles are learned through the 
process of socialisation. 
 
 


  For band 4 in AO1 and AO2, there should be accurate use of key terminology 
illustrating the process of socialisation.  In AO1 band 4 answers there should 
be appropriate examples used to demonstrate understanding.  Where the 
item is used effectively in answers this will be consistent with band 4 AO2 
marks. 


 
Indicative content 
 


 Reference should be made to agencies of socialisation with reference to 
the item.  


 Terms such as sanctions, role model, imitation should be expected. 


 There should be use of specific concepts linked to agencies such as peer 
groups, education, media and family. 


 There should be appropriate selection and use of concepts such as 
norms, values, identity, peer pressure and hidden curriculum. 


 There should be specific examples explicitly linked to the transmission of 
culture such as how role models within the family transmit culturally 
expected gender roles to children. 


 The item should be used to illustrate understanding. 
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Band AO1 
elements 1a & 1b 


AO2 
element 1a 


4 


7-9 marks 
Answers demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/concepts/ 
evidence relating to the context of 
the debate/question.  


 


6 marks 
Answers demonstrate a detailed 
ability to select, apply and interpret 
appropriate sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the context of 
the debate/question.  
 
There will be appropriate use made 
of the item to demonstrate 
understanding.  


3 


5-6 marks  
Answers demonstrate some 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/concepts/ 
evidence relating to the context of 
the debate/question. 
 


4-5 marks 
Answers demonstrate some ability 
to select, apply and interpret 
appropriate sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the context of 
the debate/question.  
 
Some reference will be made to the 
item. 


2 


3-4 marks 
Answers demonstrate basic 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/concepts/ 
evidence relating to the context of 
the debate/question. 
 


2-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate a basic ability 
to select, apply and interpret 
appropriate sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the context of 
the debate/question. 


 
1 


1-2 marks 
Answers demonstrate limited 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/concepts/ 
evidence relating to the context of 
the debate/question. 
 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate limited ability 
to select and/or interpret and/or 
apply sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the context of 
the debate/question 


 0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 












2. (a) Explain the increase in cohabitation in the contemporary UK. [15]


Either,


(b) Evaluate the view that relationships in families are equal. [35]


Or,


(c) Evaluate the view that families are bad for individuals. [35]








Sticky Note

The first reason is clearly identified and supported with evidence. The reason is clearly explained.



Sticky Note

The second reason is also clearly identified, supported and explained







Sticky Note

There were more than two reasons clearly identified, supported and explained. This was a succinct effect response and it scored full marks.



















































Sticky Note

There is a vague definition and a knowledge point but no reference to the item nor any useful examples.2+0



Sticky Note

This answer describes what socialisation is not how it happens3+2
















Sticky Note

Some knowledge and understanding but lacking detail and lacking reference to key writers5+4







Sticky Note

limited relevant knowledge analysis or evaluation3+2+0

























4. (a) Using sociological evidence and examples, explain the influence of the hidden curriculum
on experiences of education. [15]


Either,


(b) Evaluate the view that differences in attainment in education are caused by factors outside  
school. [35]


Or,


(c) Assess sociological explanations of the differences in educational outcomes between 
males and females. [35]
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Section C 
 
Option 1 Education 
 
4. (a) Using sociological evidence and examples, explain the influence of the 


hidden curriculum on experiences of education.   [15] 
 


There should be several points supported by evidence.  There should be an 
explanation of each point in relation to the focus of the question.  For band 3 
AO1, points should have supporting evidence for at least two points made.  
For Band 4, a clear explanation of each point should be made.  For each 
point, supporting evidence should be present.  There should be a clear focus 
on the question in the points explained. 
 
Indicative content 
 
Expect an explanation of labelling in education and an examination through 
studies and examples of the impact of the hidden curriculum. Expect to see a 
consideration of various different views of the hidden curriculum. The very 
best answers will link these ideas to experiences of education. 


 


 Marxist ideas; Althusser, Bowles and Gintis, social reproduction and 
correspondence principle. 


 Feminist ideas linked to expectations, subject choice and career paths. 


 The link between stereotypical ideas about pupils and their attainment 
with studies such as Connolly, Mirza and how these ideas are part of the 
hidden curriculum manifested in a range of ways that affect experiences in 
school. Class, gender, ethnicity linked to labelling and the impact of this. 


 Policies of inclusion may be addressed in relation to labelling. 
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Band 
 


AO1 
elements 1a &1b 


AO2 
element 1a  


4 
 


7-9 marks 
Answers demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/concepts/ 
evidence relating to the context of 
the debate/question 


 


6 marks 
Answers demonstrate a detailed 
ability to select, apply and interpret 
appropriate sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the context of 
the debate/question 
 


3 


5-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/concepts/ 
evidence relating to the context of 
the debate/question 
 
 


4-5 marks 
Answers demonstrate some ability 
to select, apply and interpret 
appropriate sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the context of 
the debate/question 


2 


3-4 marks 
Answers demonstrate basic 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/ concepts/ 
evidence relating to the context of 
the debate/question 


2-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate a basic ability 
to select, apply and interpret 
appropriate sociological theories/ 
concepts/ evidence in the context of 
the debate/question  


1 


1-2 marks 
Answers demonstrate limited 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/concepts/ 
evidence relating to the context of 
the debate/question 
 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate limited ability 
to select and/or interpret and/ or 
apply sociological theories/concepts/ 
evidence in the context of the 
debate/question 
 


 
0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 
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 (b) Evaluate the view that differences in attainment in education is caused by 


factors outside school. [35] 
 


Answers will make judgements of the sociological concept, theory controversy 
or sociological debate.  The answer will focus on the debate in the question.  
Credit will be given to the effective use of supporting sociological 
evidence/theories and concepts.  Where answers demonstrate all abilities to 
the highest standard then they will be consistent with Band 4.  However, 
answers demonstrating knowledge but fewer skills of assessment, judgement 
and evaluation may achieve Band 4 for AO1 but lower bands for AO2 and 
AO3. 


 
  Indicative content 


 


 The focus will be on the functionalist view of innate ability and meritocracy 
being the cause of success/ failure versus Marxist ideas about deprivation 
with supporting evidence. 


 The alternative argument explored with relation to inside school factors 
such as labelling, self-fulfilling prophecy. Classroom studies such as 
Connelly, Mirza, Connell. 


 Marxist ideas about processes inside schools and schools as M/C 
institutions; Althusser, Bourdieu, Sullivan, Reay, Bowles and Gintis. The 
idea that outside factors are compounded by inside factors for children 
from lower social class backgrounds. 


 Sewell and the search for masculine identity for some boys which can 
involve outside school factors impacting on success in education 


 Wider factors linked to class, ethnicity and gender may form part of the 
discussion. 
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Band 
AO1 


elements 1a &1b 
AO2 


element 1a 
AO3 


strands 1-3 


4 


10-12 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context 
of the 
debate/question 


9-11 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed, accurate and 
relevant selection of 
appropriate sociological 
theories/concepts/ evidence. 
These are applied and 
interpreted in the context of 
the debate/question  


10-12 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed, well organised 
and logical arguments. 
Logical judgements and 
conclusions will be offered 
based on explicit evaluation 
of the relevant theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
examined.  


3 


7-9 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate some 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context 
of the 
debate/question 


6-8 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
accurate and relevant 
selection of appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/ evidence, some of 
which are applied and 
interpreted in the context of 
the debate/question  


7-9 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
some, well organised and 
logical arguments. 
Judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show some evaluation of 
the relevant theories/ 
concepts/evidence  
examined  


2 


4-6 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate basic 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context 
of the 
debate/question 


3-5 marks 
Answers demonstrate a 
basic ability to select, apply 
and interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the 
context of the debate/ 
question  


4-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate basic 
arguments. Judgements 
and conclusions offered will 
show basic evaluation of 
the theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined  
 


1 


1-3 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate limited 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context 
of the 
debate/question 


1-2 marks 
Answers demonstrate limited 
ability to select and/or 
interpret and/ or apply 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the 
context of the debate/ 
question  


1-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
limited argument. Any 
judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show limited evaluation of 
any theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined  
 


 
0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 
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 (c) Assess sociological explanations of the differences in educational outcomes 


between males and females. [35] 
 


Answers will make judgements of the sociological concept, theory controversy 
or sociological debate.  The answer will focus on the debate in the question.  
Credit will be given to the effective use of supporting sociological 
evidence/theories and concepts.  Where answers demonstrate all abilities to 
the highest standard then they will be consistent with Band 4.  However, 
answers demonstrating knowledge but fewer skills of assessment, judgement 
and evaluation may achieve Band 4 for AO1 but lower bands for AO2 and 
AO3. 


 
  Indicative content 


 
Expect to see clear identification of patterns of attainment for males and 
females such as DfES statistics, Ofsted report. 
Also there should be some consideration of subject choices and how this 
affects outcomes in education; career paths for example. Most answers are 
likely to focus on attainment so expect to see evaluation of the main ideas. 
 


 Genetics/ innate ability as put forward by the New Right; meritocracy 
rewarding ability and hard work. 


 Labelling and self-fulfilling prophecy as factors affecting attainment 
including reference to sexism/racism as a significant variable that may for 
some, particularly black boys [Sewell] may have a very big impact on 
educational experiences and outcomes. 


 Counter school sub-cultures. 


 How class and ethnicity can compound difficulties and have different 
affects for boys and girls. Class as the most significant regardless of other 
social characteristics. 


 New research that looks at the impact of lone parenting affecting boys 
more negatively than girls might be addressed. 


 Stereotypical subject choices that can impact on career paths and choices 


 Appropriate evidence and examples should be used to make judgements 
about each explanations. 


 Breadth of explanations is important in this essay but there should not be 
a list like approach. 
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Band 
AO1 


elements 1a & 1b 
AO2 


element 1a 
AO3 


strands 1-3 


4 


10-12 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed knowledge 
and understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context 
of debate/question 


9-11 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed, accurate and 
relevant selection of 
appropriate sociological 
theories/concepts/ 
evidence. These are 
applied and interpreted in 
the context of the debate/ 
question 


10-12 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed, well organised 
and logical arguments. 
Logical judgements and 
conclusions will be offered 
based on explicit evaluation 
of the relevant theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
examined  


3 


7-9 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
some knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context 
of debate/question 


6-8 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
accurate and relevant 
selection of appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence, some of 
which are applied and 
interpreted in the context of 
the debate/question  


7-9 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
some, well organised and 
logical arguments. 
Judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show some evaluation of 
the relevant theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
examined 


2 


4-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
basic knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context 
of debate/question 


3-5 marks 
Answers demonstrate a 
basic ability to select, apply 
and interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the 
context of the debate/ 
question  


4-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate basic 
arguments. Judgements 
and conclusions offered will 
show basic evaluation of 
the theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined  
 


1 


1-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
limited knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context 
of debate/question 


1-2 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
limited ability to select 
and/or interpret and/ or 
apply sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the 
context of the debate/ 
question  


1-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
limited argument. Any 
judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show limited evaluation of 
any theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined  
 


 
0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks  
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 


  





























1. (a) With reference to the item and sociological knowledge, explain the meaning of the term
primary socialisation. [5]


(b) Using the item and sociological knowledge, explain how people learn adult roles. [15]








Sticky Note

Again no reference to the process



Sticky Note

This answer is typical of some in that it does not answer the question. It talks about what socialisation is rather than how it happens. Consequently it lacks specific and relevant knowledge and examples. It is a basic answer.3+2



Sticky Note

Two potential reasons here, both undeveloped and lacking detail.







Sticky Note

The candidate demonstrates some knowledge but there is no development of ideas and no clear connection made between the suggested reasons and the trend of increased co-habitation.5+4



Sticky Note

Why?







Sticky Note

There is very little in this essay. Perhaps a bad choice? Apart from a short reference to feminist ideas there is little debate.5+4+3











